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Berengo Studio and the Canals
Janaina Tschape’s Venice

By Whitewaller

All this week in preparation for the 2019 Biennale Arte, we're hearing from leading design, art,
cullure, and lifestyle experts on how they enjoy Venice.

“My favorite activity is exploring the spirit of the city as | move through the labyrinthine canals.
There's a poem by Rilke about Venice titled Ein Gefishl von Flut [*A Feeling of Flood Tide”), where he
describes the ever changing, permanently becoming city —where a shimmer of sky strikes a feeling
of flood tide. | was in Venice some months ago to visit Berengo Studio’s giant furnace where | was
to make a glass installation for their “Glasstress” exhibition this May. As | floated toward Murano, |
was, as | always am, humbled and inspired by the fragmented, abstracted reflections found in the
dark waters of the canal. The profound conscience of this city lives as a mirage. There is the infinite
sky and the infinite mystery of what lies beneath. The impulse in all my work is to exhume the spirits
and mysteries from the union of these two infinities. As | climbed the stairs from the canal to
Berengo's historic furnace, it seemed obvious to me that | was standing on the perfect representation
of this union so | decided to capture its essence by casfing it in glass like the ghost of a palimpest”

— Janaina Tschape, Arfist
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